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EDITOR ’ S  MESSAGE  

by Marilyn Kingdon 

 

Greetings. Since the President’s position for CHHA-
Edmonton is currently vacant I am filling the spot for the 
President’s message for the time being. I have volunteered 
to be the editor for CHHA-Edmonton’s newsletter so 
looking forward to providing you with information 

regarding what is going on at CHHA-Edmonton. 

Please contact the CHHA-Edmonton office at info@chha-
ed.com if you have any interesting articles that you would 

like to include in the newsletter. 

Thanks, and have a wonderful fall. 

 

 

mailto:info@chha-ed.com
http://www.chha-ed.com/
mailto:info@chha-ed.com
mailto:info@chha-ed.com
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OFFICE NEWS 
A word from the executive Director…. Cindy Gordon 

 

Fall… A time of Change is upon us! We are always hoping to grow and change with the needs of our 
community. YOU are the community!! We need to hear your needs so we can change!!  

Our board has changed too!! At our May AGM, Lee Ramsdell stepped down as President after his many 
years of giving to CHHA-ED, we are grateful for his time BUT NEED a President… are you ready to step 
into that role?? Consider joining our board!! Contact info@chha-ed.com 

 

CHHA-ED has some wonderful programs for those with hearing loss!!  

Calling all…. Learners and Employers!!! 

Accessible Navigation to Employment Program- Look to upgrade your skills for employment ~ FREE 

online course available!! 200 hrs. Paid wage incentive for placement.  PLEASE check out the website 
www.chha.ca/accessible-navigation-to-employment-program  

Speech reading & Coping classes start in September~ ASL starts in October~ 

Healthcare Kit presentations available~ Your Third Ear-Living with Hearing Loss workshops available 
all Year!! CI support group-Sept. 28th… 

Something for everyone~ 

What are you waiting for??? Be part of the change!! 

CHHA-Ed took on a variety of fundraising adventures this year…Golf Tournament and 50/50’s at the Air 
Show and the Blues Fest, these funds raised are to help the Hearing Assistance Fund as the need for 
assistance has never been greater in all of CHHA-Ed’s history!!!  

THANK YOU!!!!!! To all of those who volunteered at one or all of these events to help make them so 
successful!!! Working these events also raises CHHA-Ed’s presence in the community so we can help 
more people. 

We will be hosting our Casino -Dec. 1st and 2nd and will need your help- please consider giving of your 
time as theses funds keep CHHA-Ed in the community! 

As always…. This is your organization, and we would like you to feel a part of it!! Feel free to contact me 
anytime with ideas or suggestions; cindy@chha-ed.com. 

Have a great fall. 

mailto:cindy@chha-ed.com
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HEARING HEALTH NEWS 

 

SPEND TO SAVE INITIATIVE 

Did you know that adult hearing health is a growing challenge in Canada? CHHA national, together with 
an advisory group has set up a groundbreaking initiative aimed at transforming the landscape of hearing 
technology in Canada. To read more about the initiative, click on the below link, which is housed on the 
CHHA national website: 

https://www.chha.ca/adult-hearing-health-canadas-growing-challenge/ 

 

CHHA MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

CHHA National is proud to announce that we are now providing our Online Hearing Loss Mentor Program 

across the country!  With an initial launch and great success in BC, we are thrilled that we can now 
provide the same peer and mentoring support services from coast to coast. Best of all, the cost is free. 

For more information, please access the following link: 

https://www.chha.ca/mentor/ 

 

HEARING LOSS AND DEMENTIA  

Johns Hopkins is leading a large study described as the National Institute on Aging Study to determine if 
hearing aids can assist and safeguard mental processes in seniors. The study is utilizing multiple locations 
in the United States and has recruited almost 1,000 people in the age bracket of 70 – 84 with hearing loss. 

The results of the study will be used to determine whether treating hearing loss will reduce the risk of 
cognitive decline. The study hopes to show whether the use of hearing aids can reduce brain aging and 
the risk of dementia (https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2021/hearing-loss-and-the-dementia-connection).  

Further details regarding the study can be accessed here:  

https://classic.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03243422 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

https://www.chha.ca/adult-hearing-health-canadas-growing-challenge/
https://www.chha.ca/mentor/
https://classic.clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/show/NCT03243422
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CHHA-ED HEARING ASSISTANCE FUND 
The Hearing Assistance fund endeavors to assist disadvantaged people with hearing loss by making 

funds available to purchase hearing aids, implants, and devices, or to repair still-viable hearing aids. A 

strong set of criteria has been established to ensure financial need. Eligible candidates must: 

▪ Require financial assistance 

▪ Be of age 19 or over 

▪ Live in Edmonton/North of Central Alberta 

 

All donations to CHHA-Edmonton for the Hearing Assistance Fund are appreciated! 

Please visit the CHHA-Ed Hearing Assistance Fund page for more information, at https://www.chha-

ed.com/assistance/hearing-aid-assistance-fund/. 

Download the application form at https://www.chha-ed.com/wp-content/uploads/Forms/2020-HAF-

BLANK-APPLICATION-FORM.pdf 

 

 

CONVERSATIONAL ASL CLASSES 
BEGINNER LEVEL “A” 

Tentative Start Date: October 12th – To be confirmed. 

 

COST: $150 PER PERSON, 8 CLASSES 

* Please contact the office at info@chha-ed.com for more information or visit our website.  

 

 

 

https://www.chha-ed.com/assistance/hearing-aid-assistance-fund/
https://www.chha-ed.com/assistance/hearing-aid-assistance-fund/
https://www.chha-ed.com/wp-content/uploads/Forms/2020-HAF-BLANK-APPLICATION-FORM.pdf
https://www.chha-ed.com/wp-content/uploads/Forms/2020-HAF-BLANK-APPLICATION-FORM.pdf
mailto:info@chha-ed.com
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YOUR THIRD EAR 
PRESENTATION DECSCRIPTION: 

Cindy Gordon has developed a thorough, effective, and efficient way to present key issues to 

hearing aid wearers, AND their communication Partners in a fun and lively manner.   

The program takes participants on a path of understanding their own hearing loss, recognizing 
unrealistic expectations they may have of hearing aids, accepting their reality of hearing loss, 
moving forward as hard of hearing individuals, and reconnecting with loved ones with some 

communication strategies! 

Dates: 

October 25 and November 22 from 1:30 PM - 3:00PM at the Jerry Forbes Centre.gf 

Please contact Cindy at cindy@chha-ed.com to RSVP.  

Please bring your communication partner! 

 

 

SPEECHREADING LEVEL 1 & COPING CLASSES  

 

TUESDAY AFTERNOONS  

 

SEPTEMBER 12 – OCTOBER 31, 2023 

WHAT IS SPEECHREADING? 

Speechreading is the ability to understand speech by observing visual cues such as the 

movement of the lips, tongue, jaw, and facial expressions.  Speechreading also involves observing 

other cues such as body language, gestures and situational clues. It is a skill that can be learned 

through study and practice. Coping strategies go hand-in-hand with this skill and its success!  

Students will learn new strategies and information every class!! 

Dates: 

September 12, 19, 26, October 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 

Cost: $160 per person- Max. 8 people per class at the Jerry Forbes Centre 

Deadline for Registration: September 7, 2023 

mailto:cindy@chha-ed.com
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HEARING LOOPS 

What is a Hearing Loop? 

A Hearing Loop, also known as an Induction or Audio Loop, provides a magnetic, wireless signal that 

is picked up by the hearing aid when it is set to T-Coil (Telecoil) setting. Since the signal is being 

delivered directly to the Hearing Aid or Cochlear Implant, the sound is customized to each 

individual’s hearing loss. 

 

How Does it Work? 

The loop system consists of a microphone to pick up the spoken word; an amplifier which process the 

signal which is then sent through the final piece; the induction loop, a wire placed around the perimeter 

of a room or sanctuary to act as an antenna that radiates the magnetic signal to the hearing aid or 

cochlear implant. 

 

 

If you know an organization who is interested in learning more about Hearing Loops, contact the CHHA-ED 

office at info@chha-ed.com. 

Please note that the October 2, 2023, general meeting of CHHA-Edmonton will have 

information regarding LOOPS available, with a presentation by Lee Ramsdell. Please RSVP to the CHHA-Ed 

office at info@chha-ed.com if you require further information. 

mailto:info@chha-ed.com
mailto:info@chha-ed.com


 

 
7 

  
 

SCHOLARSHIP  WINNERS 2023 

Submitted by Gerda Alexander, Chair, Scholarship Committee 

High School Achievement Award 
 

Maria Suzan Raj, grade 12 Archbishop MacDonald high school 
 
She reports of being involved in the mentorship group of her school and in various school 
activities and in the community at large. She advocated for a hard-of-hearing student at her 
school, based on her own struggles to overcome her difficulties as a hard-of-hearing student. She 
did not mention plans after graduating from high school. 
 

Academic Scholarship 
 

Ella Kryzanowski and Anah Kryzanowski 
 
The twins Ella and Anah are sharing the Academic scholarship. They are both enrolled at 
MacEwan University, Anah in a Physical and Occupational Therapy Program, and Ella in a 
Bachelor of Commerce Program.  
 
Ella and Anah are presently volunteering at the Connect Society, working with deaf and hard-of-
hearing children. Their other job is with the Robinhood Association, working with children with 
various disabilities. Both are also volunteering with the Alberta Buddies Program through CHHA-
Edmonton. 
 
Anah's goal is to get a job in Occupational Therapy in a pediatric setting, whereas Ella would like 
to promote non-profit-organizations and help them to succeed financially. Her final goal is to 
become an audiologist. 
 
 

NAIT Captioning and Court Reporting Program Scholarship 
 

Tabea Adam 
 
Tabea has a degree in Immunology and Infection Specialization. She worked for a number of years 
as a Telecommunication Operator for the RCMP during which she became aware of the challenges 
faced by people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing. This led her to getting involved with 
improvements of 911 calls and closed captioning. Her commitment to accessibility and inclusivity 
led her to becoming a student in the Captioning and Court Reporting Program at NAIT.  
 
Her goal is to provide captioning services for the hard-of-hearing and Deaf community. 
 

Congratulations to the winners! 
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VOLUNTEER ACTIVIT IES  

 

AIR SHOW 50 /  50  T ICKET SELLERS  

 

For the first time, CHHA-Edmonton attended the air show on the August long weekend to sell 50 / 50 

tickets to benefit the Hearing Assistance Fund.  Many thanks to the volunteers for their support. CHHA also 

took the opportunity to hand out ear plugs at the event. 

BLUES FESTIVAL –  AUGUST 18 –  20 ,  2023 

A big thank you to the volunteers who assisted with selling 50 / 50 tickets at the Edmonton Blues Festival 

at TELUS field. The money raised from the 50 / 50 ticket sales are slated for the Hearing Assistance Fund. 

CASINO VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

DECEMBER 1 AND 2 ,  2023 

The casino will be held at the Yellowhead Casino. Please contact  info@chha-ed.com for details and to sign 

up as a volunteer. The casino is a major fundraiser for the CHHA-Edmonton office. The volunteer positions 

available are general manager(s) and alternate; banker; cashier; count room supervisor; chip runner; and 

count room staff. Volunteers receive snacks and drinks, plus dinner for an evening shift. Taxi chits are also 

available to and from the casino on the date worked. 

mailto:info@chha-ed.com
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CHHA-EDMONTON SIXTH ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF 

TOURNAMENT  –  JUNE 13,  2023 

A BIG thank you to all our Golfers, supporters, and sponsors for making this tournament a 

success!!!! The weather, for the most part, cooperated for a good day of golf with the day finishing 

with a delicious BBQ dinner. Thanks to the Links golf course for providing an excellent venue for the 

fundraising event. 

Congratulations to the winners! 

Best Team:  Next 5 Brewery 

Mulligan Winner:  Kari Weisgerber 

Women’s Longest Drive:  Wendy Yaremchuk 

Men’s Longest Drive:  Jared Kwasney 

Closest to the Sign:  Lindsey Mamers 

Closest to the Rope:  Jim Garland 

50/50 Winner:  Kara Kempin 

West Jet Gift of Flight Winner: James Anderson 

And thanks so much again to our fantastic sponsors (see next page)! 

Special thanks to Seanna Collins from Host / One FM 88.1 Parkland's Best Country once again for 

hosting the event and Edmonton Eskimo Alumni Jed Roberts who were great ambassadors for our 

organization. We appreciate their support! 
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2023 GOLF TOURNAMENT SPONSORS  
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  CHHA-Ed Members Meeting 

 
Monday, October 2 

7:00 PM at Jerry Forbes Center 
Mezzanine Level, enter thru south employee 

entrance 

 

Guest Speaker: Lee Ramsdell 

Loop Systems and How They Work 

What are they and WHY should I use LOOPS??? 

 

All members and Public welcome! 

 
      

PLEASE RSVP BY September 29  

to  info@chha-ed.com 

 

 

C HE CK O UT  O UR 
W E BS ITE  

If you haven’t been on our website 

come, see what’s new. 

 

Thanks to a Grant CHHA-Ed received 

from Alberta Community Social 

Services to make videos of our 

services for Hard of Hearing people in 

need during covid 

 

The videos are: 

- Speechreading 

- Third Ear 

- Loops  

- Hospital Kits 

 

Simply go to www.chha-ed.com 

under the Education tab look for Links 

and Resources…then videos 
 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.chha-ed.com/
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--------------------------- BECOME A MEMBER!  ---------------------------  

CANADIAN HARD OF HEARING ASSOCIATION – EDMONTON BRANCH 

Membership is open to anyone who  

is hard-of-hearing or interested in supporting  

those who are hard-of-hearing! 

 

To become a member of the  

Canadian Hard of Hearing Association (CHHA) and 

Canadian Hard of Hearing Association – Edmonton 

(CHHA-ED), visit the CHHA website at: 

 www.chha.ca, or our website at www.chha-ed.com 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

We appreciate and value the support of volunteers. 

Please contact us if interested in volunteering for: 

• Casinos 

• Annual Golf Tournament committee  

• Fundraisers 

• Serving as a Board Member and/or on a 

committee 

 

 

For more information, 

contact CHHA-Edmonton: 

12122 – 68 Street NW 

Jerry Forbes Centre 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T5B 1R1 

 

Phone:  (780) 428-6622  

Fax:  (780) 428-6622 

Email:  info@chha-ed.com  

 

For more information, 

please visit: 

www.chha-ed.com 

 

 

 

 

HEARING AIDS AVAILABLE  

CHHA-Ed has graciously been gifted Hearing Aids over the years from generous donors. 

We have a large variety of types of hearing aids ready for the taking. If you’re looking at 

getting a new aid or someone you know is looking for a replacement.  

 
We still have a variety of PHONES and HEARING ASSIST DEVICES should you need these items. 

Once again please contact the office for more information. 

 

They will be available at the October 2 meeting! 

http://www.chha.ca/
http://www.chha-ed.com/
mailto:info@chha-ed.com
http://www.chha-ed.com/

