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PRESIDENT ’S  MESSAGE 
by Lee Ramsdell, President 

With every passing year we say hello to our new 
friends and sadly, we say goodbye to old friends.  
This year we have to say goodbye to a couple of 
very dear friends and members of our Branch.  In 
March of this year, Olive Thorne passed away 
peacefully. Olive was a long-time member and was 
very supportive of CHHA.   A few days ago, a 
supporter and former employee of our Branch 
Frances Tallon passed away after a long and 
courageous fight with cancer.   Frances was a very 
dedicated employee of our Branch and devoted a 
lot of her time to us in many her work and projects.  
She devoted far more time to us than she was 
compensated for, and although she did not have 
hearing loss, she possessed a great deal of 
empathy for those individuals that struggle to hear 
clearly.  Frances was always involved in organizing 
and participating in our Annual Golf Tournament 
and one of the holes is dedicated to her, the first 
person ever to have this honor.   

Last year at this time I informed everyone regarding 
looping a project in coordination with the Sudbury 
branch and we went ahead with that and installed 
seven hearing loops into Pearson’s Independent 
Grocer in St. Albert. As a result, the City Market 
Independent Grocery Store in Edmonton 
approached us to install 9 hearing loop systems in 
that store and I am pleased to announce this has 
been done as well.  Additionally, we have two 
other stores that are interested in doing this, 
although they are out of province, but we will 
ensure they will be looped as well. 
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E - C O N T I N U E D  

We are also very active with the National office with their E store and looping 
campaign and there will be more information in the months to come on this new 
project. 

I would also like to thank all those that worked our long overdue Casino, and it was 
very successful as we received about $76,000 from AGLC and as a result, we are 
financially sound. 

I wish everyone a warm and sunny spring. 

Lee Ramsdell, President  

OFFICE  NEWS 
by Cindy Gordon Program Director 

I am excited it is Spring!!! And even more so that COVID restrictions are being lifted!! 
I so look forward to our in-person programming and workshops such as Third Ear and 
Speechreading and seeing everyone again…Drop-in practice started March 30th! 
Check out our website for new info. on classes.  

CHHA-Ed’s 5th Annual Golf tournament is underway!! We need your help with 
getting sponsors, volunteering, and getting Golfers out!!! Let’s make this tournament 
GREAT!! We can’t do it without you! 

This is one way to create awareness of CHHA-Ed and what we do as well as raise 
money for The Hearing Assistance Fund. I can’t wait to hear from you!!! 
The Hearing Healthcare project that saw us train more than 300 people at 25 
different long-term facilities over the past years just received funding to continue 
this! We will continue to make an impact!! …if you too would like a kit please let the 
office know.  

We have some upcoming events, AGM, 50/50, BBQ and more this year…. 

SO, if you would like to join us or help out in the office, or on a project, or have an 
idea, we would love to work with you. This is YOUR organization, and we want you to 
feel a part of it!  

Feel free to contact me any time with ideas, suggestions.   

Email me at:  cindy@chha-ed.com 
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             CHHA Edmonton upcoming Volunteer Opportunities 

Please contact Cindy at cindy@chha-ed.com if you can help us out at any of these 
events. 

- Friday April 29th10:00AM-12:00PM-Jerry Forbes Center-Healthcare Kit assembly 

- Saturday June 11, Love Local outdoor event-Jerry Forbes Center-to promote CHHA-
ED,11:00AM-1:00PM OR 1:00pm-3:00pm. CHHA needs 2 Volunteers each shift.  

- Wednesday June15th Golf Tournament 7:00 AM-10:00 AM -The Links in Spruce Grove 

- August 18/19/20 and 21st-Blues Fest at Hawreluk Park- 50/50 ticket Sellers. Variety of 3 
Hour shifts available from 1:00-8:00 PM 

 

CHHA-ED HEAR ING ASS ISTANCE FUND 
The Hearing Assistance fund endeavors to assist disadvantaged people with hearing 

loss by making funds available to purchase hearing aids, implants, and devices, or 

to repair still-viable hearing aids. A strong set of criteria has been established to 

ensure financial need. Eligible candidates must: 

§ Require financial assistance 

§ Be of age 19 or over 

§ Live in Edmonton/North of Central Alberta 

 

All donations to CHHA-Edmonton for the Hearing Assistance Fund are appreciated! 

Please visit the CHHA-Ed Hearing Assistance Fund page for more information, at 

https://www.chha-ed.com/assistance/hearing-aid-assistance-fund/. 

Download the application form at https://www.chha-ed.com/wp-

content/uploads/Forms/2020-HAF-BLANK-APPLICATION-FORM.pdf 
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CHHA Awards 
Congratulation to CHHA-Ed President Lee Ramsdell and CHHA Edmonton for being 

recognized for their contributions to the Hard of Hearing Community by CHHA 

National at their award ceremony on March 05, 2022. 

 

 

SPEECHREADING DROP- IN PRACTICE 	
 

WHAT IS SPEECHREADING? 
Speechreading is the ability to understand speech by observing visual cues such as 

the movement of the lips, tongue, jaw, and facial expressions.  Speechreading also 

involves observing other cues such as body language, gestures, and situational clues. 

It is a skill that can be learned through study and practice. Coping strategies go 

hand-in-hand with this skill and its success! Students will learn new strategies and 

information every class!! 

Dates:  

May 04, May 25, June 08, June 22 (then resume in the Fall) 

Cost: $5 per person- 1:00-2:30PM class at the Jerry Forbes Centre 
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CHHA-ED AGM 
The CHHA-Ed AGM is set for May 02, 2022, 6:30pm at the Jerry Forbes Centre 12122 
68 Street. Please enter on the south employee entrance door, there will be 
someone there to let you in. 

Please RSVP by April 28th if you plan on attending the AGM 

See you there!! 

If you cannot attend in person, let us know and we will send you a Zoom link. 

 

 

 

Make Your Donation Go Further with ATB 

You can donate to CHHA-Ed thru ATB Cares. ATB Cares makes it easy for all Albertans 
to support the causes they care about. In Addition to your donation ATB will match 
20% of every dollar donated to CHHA-ED. CHHA-Ed can receive up to $5,000 in 
matching per year individual donations for a maximum donation of $500. 

 

Donate In Memoriam 

Has CHHA-Ed been close to your heart all these years, an association you believe in? 
Consider CHHA-ED for loved ones that have passed or in your memory. What a 
wonderful way to help your favorite organization. 

Donate Thru your Taxes 

Has the Federal Government been extra kind to you this year, are you expecting a 

refund? Consider CHHA-Ed as a charity to consider where else to spend your return 

Calling All Church Goers 

Churchgoers	we	want	to	heart	from	you!		Can	you	hear	well	in	church?	If	not	let	CHHA-
ED	help	you	with	the	solution.	We	have	installed	many	Loop	Systems	in	churches	
throughout	Alberta	and	will	install	one	in	yours.		

It’s	a	easy	as	contacting	Lee	Ramsdell	at	leeram@shaw.ca.	Talk	to	Lee,	get	a	quote,	and	
enjoy	your	day	at	church.	
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CHHA-ED ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT  

Come join us at the CHHA-ED Annual golf Tournament June 15th at The Links Golf 

Course in Spruce Grove, AB, in support of the Hearing Assistance Fund. This is the 

biggest fund raiser for HAF each year and we need of Players, Sponsors, prizes, and 

volunteers to make this day the best tournament in Alberta 

If you know someone who plays golf or someone who wants to have a great day with 

great people, then join us on June 15th. Those Albertans in need of hearing assistance 

will be grateful you came out. For more information contact CHHA Office! 
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Olive Kathleen Thorne 
Jan. 16,1931-Feb. 06, 2022 

 

CHHA Edmonton is saddened by the 

passing of long-time member Olive 

Thorne.  

Olive was born in the town of Daysland, 

Alberta where she lived before her 

family moved to Edmonton. She 

attended school in a one room 

schoolhouse up to grade five. When she 

was sixteen, she secured a job as a 

stenographer at the Swift Canadian 

Packing Plant. She moved on to working 

at the Alberta Teachers Association in 

middle management and retired at 

sixty. She received her Bachelor Arts 

degree at age 58 from the University of 

Alberta. 

Olive loved adventure and travel. 

Throughout her life she was interested in 

worthy causes, politics and sports 

including skiing, swimming, golf, and 

bicycling. 

Olive wanted to see her many friends 

before her decision to have MAID. 

However, dure to Covid, the gathering 

was limited to eight. Olive hopes her 

friends will understand and remember 

the fun that she shared with each one of 

them. 

 

Frances Irene Tallon 
Dec. 19, 1949-Apr. 15, 2022 

 
Frances Tallon a fixture in the CHHA-ED 

office for many years and a great 

supporter of CHHA peacefully passed 

away surrounded by her family in 

Edmonton. She will be lovingly 

remembered by her son, Geoffrey 

(Mansoureh); sisters, Margaret (Dave), 

and Cathy (Guy); brother, Edward 

(Brenda); nieces, Ashlee and Michelle; 

nephew, Robert; She was predeceased 

by her parents, Vera and Norman; and 

her niece, Nicole. 

Frances had a competitive spirit that was 

shown through her love of sports in which 

she participated in by playing, 

volunteering, and coaching. They 

included curling, basketball, volleyball, 

golf, and even poker. Frances had a 

passion for teaching and was an 

educator for Edmonton Public Schools for 

over 35 years. Most of all, she had an 

enthusiasm for living and enjoyed 

keeping busy with friends, family, 

volunteering in the community, and 

keeping a beautiful garden. 

The family is sincerely grateful for the 

compassionate support from her friends 

during her battle with cancer. Memorial 

donations may be made to a charity of 

one’s choice 

Service Friday May 06 @10:30am 

Evergreen Funeral Home 

In Memoriam 
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--------------------------- BECOME A MEMBER!  ---------------------------  
CANADIAN HARD OF HEARING ASSOCIATION – EDMONTON BRANCH 

Membership is open to anyone who  
is hard-of-hearing or interested in supporting  

those who are hard-of-hearing! 
 

To become a member of the  
Canadian Hard of Hearing Association (CHHA) and 
Canadian Hard of Hearing Association – Edmonton 

(CHHA-ED), visit the CHHA website at: 
 www.chha.ca, or our website at www.chha-ed.com 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

We appreciate and value the support of volunteers. 
Please contact us if interested in volunteering for: 
• Casinos 
• Annual Golf Tournament committee  
• Fundraisers 
• Serving as a Board Member and/or on a 

committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, 
contact CHHA-Edmonton: 

12122 – 68 Street NW 
Jerry Forbes Centre 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5B 1R1 
 
Phone:  (780) 428-6622  
Fax:  (780) 428-6622 
Email:  info@chha-ed.com  
 
For more information, 
please visit: 
www.chha-ed.com 
 
 

 

HEARING AIDS AVAILABLE 
CHHA-Ed has graciously been gifted Hearing Aids over the years from generous donors. 
We have a large variety of types of hearing aids ready for the taking. If you’re looking at 
getting a new aid or someone you know is looking for a replacement.  
 
We still have a variety of PHONES and HEARING ASSIST DEVICES should you need these 
items. Once again please contact the office for more information 
		

MASKS STILL AVAILABLE 
There are two types you can get from the CHHA Office, lip reading disposable and lip 
reading cloth masks. 
 
Please contact the office at (780) 428-6622 or info@chha-ed.com 
 


