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OVERHEARD IN THE Fall!

CHHA-Ed Executive

President- Cindy Gordon Director-(Past President) Leslie Colby
Treasurer -Jeff Resnick Director-Marilyn Kingdon

Secretary- Susanne Martin Director-Gerda Alexander

Recorder- Doug Kingdon Director- Ryan Gordon

Office Coordinator Frances Tallon

Words from the President

Well the winter and snow has descended upon us, and while most people find their lives busy, CHHA-Ed
business continues to proliferate. The needs of hard of hearing people are still there and much work in
the community still needs to be accomplished. We need more people involved to lighten the load! Every
person can be of value and has something to offer. This upcoming issue we are listing the different
committee and opportunities to really become a part of CHHA-Ed. When we each become part of the
solution we inch our way closer to eliminating the problems! Working together provides opportunities
to learn and grow as individuals and as a community. | look forward to working with each and everyone

one of you in the upcoming year. We have so much that we can achieve together!

My heartfelt wishes to you all for a wonderful holiday season!

Committee Reports

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!

Hearing, or hard of hearing, join our board or sit on a committee! Committees currently
needing dedicated people include Fundraising, Conference Planning, Scholarship, and Public
Relations.

Call for Nominations
Committee Chair: Susanne Martin

In accordance with the CHHA-Ed bylaws, on November 7 the Call for Nominations was
announced. There are currently 4 positions available for directors with a one-year term, 4
positions available for directors with a two-year term and 1 three-year-term position for Vice

President. Some of the benefits of board membershipinclude:pr i de i n bei ng

“part
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solution,” staying active with the community, experiencing a sense of accomplishment/
achievement, helping others, sharing in the camaraderie, opportunities to learn and grow,
developing a comfort level for working with others, improving communication skills, sharing
talents and skills, using time productively, having potentially reduced rates for attending the
conference, distraction from other life issues, working toward common goals, developing new
talents and skills, and, it looks good on a resume.

The duties of board members vary according to the role, but it is important to attend board
meetings (once every 2" month) and general membership meetings (on alternate months).
Taking part in committee work is of significant value. Do you have time to commit to working
with a positive and progressive group? Do you have ideas to share? Do you like to work
toward improving conditions for individuals who are hard of hearing (that includes yourself and
or your loved ones)? Nomination forms are available in the office or by email.

Deadline for submission is December 23", 2011.

Hearing Aid Assistance Fund (HAAF)
Committee Chair: Megan Cameron

This year CHHA-Ed has been able to assist five hard of hearing individuals with funds donated

or raised by t he Maaguoongbirgbollddaive,ipenny jarsdadlbdttery N J une
sales. Funds are being depleted rapidly and new requests for funding come in all the time. All

cash donations over $20.00 made to the CHHA-Ed Hearing Aid Assistance Fund receive a

charitable receipt that can be used for tax credit. Keep in mind that donations of recyclable

bottles, cans and containers are also welcome and larger amounts can be picked up by calling

the office to arrange a pick up date. All donations are greatly appreciated by those who cannot

afford to purchase hearing aids.

Note: We now have anew Applicdion Form
Contact CHB-Ed for a copy of the new form and criteria.
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Scholarship Fund
Committee Chair: Gerda Alexander

CHHA-Ed presents two scholarships each year. One to a student who is hard of hearing and one
to a student in the NAIT Captioning and Court Reporting Program information and application
forms can be found at www.chha-ed.com.

Grant Committee
Committee Chair: Position is Open

CHHA-Ed plans to apply for the Community Spirit Program Donation Gréuntded by the
Government of Alberta through the Alberta Lottery Fund. Alberta has one of the highest tax
credits in Canada. The provincial tax credit was enhanced a few years ago to help charitable
donations to the nonprofit sector. As a CRA-registered charity CHHA-Ed is able to benefit from
the Community Spirit Program Donation Grant while the donor can also benefit from giving.
Donors maybe eligible to receive a combined 50% non-refundable tax credit on the total
donation made above the $200 threshold. Donations below the $200 threshold continue to
receive a combined tax credit of 25%.

CHHA-Ed benefits from any donation, and for donations totaling $1000 or more enables us to
apply for the Community Spirit Program Donation Grant. This means that your donation will
benefit CHHA-Ed by the original donation, and by the grant. The donors benefit through the
non-refundable tax credit. Everybody wins!

All Donations to CHHA-Ed are greatly appreciated and allow us to continue to advocate and
provide programs for individuals who are Hard of Hearing and their families.

CHHA-Ed Beginner Level ASL & Speechreading Classes
Coordinated by Frances Tallon (Office Coordinator)

Beginner Level ASL

The last session of ASL classes will finish on December 10". This year has been very successful
with a total of 10 ASL courses, seven Level A, two Level B and one Level C, being offered and
completed. Evaluations of the courses have been extremely complementary to the quality of
instruction and fun the students had in learning ASL.

Kiwanis Place Lodge seniors and some staff will be taking Level A ASL classes offered by CHHA-Ed starting
January 17. This opportunity for seniors to learn ASL was organized at the request of the recreational
coordinator for the Lodge.

CHHA-Ed will be offering ASL classes to the public at the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital
starting in February. Levels, times and dates for classes to start in February will be posted at
www.chha-ed.com at the beginning of January. If interested please contact the CHHA-Ed office
at 780 428 6622 or email chha-ed@shaw.ca and the information will be emailed out to you
once all is organized.
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(') Speechreading Program

CHHA-Ed has been searching to find an instructor for the speechreading program and after much

discussion and effort we have finally succeeded. The speechreading program will include strategies for

making the best of your environment and taking control of your life as a hard of hearing person.
Classes begin on January 7, 2012 and will run for 8 weeks. We have a maximum enrollment of
10 so make sure you register early. Registration forms and information are available at
www.chha-ed.com and emailing chha-ed@shaw.ca.

If you have questions please contact CHHA-Ed by email or phoning 780 428 6622

CHHA-Ed Events

Promoting CHHA-Ed

CHHA-Ed has been represented at several events this fall with information booths about our
association. In September we had a table at the St. Albert Seniors Club there were a lot of
guestions and answers during the morning. The response to our organization was excellent.

In October we were part of J. Percy Page High School Volunteer Fair and once again the
response of students to the CHHA-Ed was positive. Many students were unaware of our
existence but were able to learn about what CHHA-Ed does for the community. Students were
interested in finding out about our association and especially those who are hard of hearing.

CHHA-Ed is looking for 2 volunteers to once again promote our association at:

International Day of
Persons with Disabilities -
Alberta

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Friday, December 2, 2011
11:00am i 2:00pm
Terwillegar Community Recreation Centre
2051 Leger Road

Interested in volunteering for the day? Please contact Frances at 780 428 6622 or email chha-

ed@shaw.ca

Bottle Drive for HAAF Fund

As of mid November we have earned $408.00 for the Hearing Aid Assistance Fund since August
of this year. Every bottle counts! Next collection date is November 30™. For those of you
planning a large delivery (i.e. large garbage or recycling bags full) during the Christmas potluck,
please contact the office to ensure we have a vehicle to transport them. Thanks goes out to
Gerda Alexander & family, Connie Gongos, Leslie Colby, Marilyn & Doug Kingdon, Bob Pearson,
Nadine Fulmer, Lydia Garcia, Michael Rodda, Patricia Moilliet, Susanne Martin, and the Family
Centre for their generous donations of recyclable containers. A special thanks goes to those
who took the time to clean the containers (you know who you are)!
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Community Connections

U Hear the World an initiative by Phonak

Inspiring articles about hard of hearing and hard of hearing individuals are available for you to enjoy at
www.hear-the-world.com. By clicking on Experience Hearirand then Current Studieswas able to find
some interesting facts from surveys and studies done in different countries.

Test your hearing using Hear the World Online Hearing test.

U WWW.youtube.com Check these out:

1. Getting new hearing aids by Mikepolarbear

2. Samantha and her Fun FM and Hearing Aid Book by desb65

These two videos show how children who are hard of hearing react to their hearing aids.

DID YOU KNOW

1.6 LILINB EA Y GSf & 2. Statistics tracking noise induced 4. Batteriesof all sizes and for

per 1,000 babies born each year hearing loss in the United States hearing aids and
in Canada have some degree of show approximately one in three for purchase in CHHA-Ed office.
KSFNRARY3I £ 23&aXXXd of 36 million Americans who are ZeniPower batteries are priced
Read: Action Needed to Ensure hard of hearing can relate their right for you packages of 6 for
Early Detection of Permanent condition to noise. $3.00 or $4.0Gind 10 packages
Childhood Hearing Loss in Canada Canada has no statistics covering of 6 for $30.00 or $40.00

in Listen/Encoute Magazine Vol. hearing loss due to noise? respectively. All proceeds from
20 No. 1 March/Mars 2011 the sale of batteries go toward
(Official Publication of Canadian 3. Approximately 1.2 million the Hearing Aid Assistance Fund!!
Hard of Hearing Association) or Canadians aged 15 or older have Tax receipts issued!

use this shortened URL some form of hearing limitations.

http://cnw.ca/Rr62. (2006 survey by Statistic Canada)
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CHHAEd Meeting Dates

December 5, 2011 ¢ Christmas Potluck

All members and guests are invited to the Christmas Potluck dinner. Bring in the
Christmas season by preparing a favorite dish to be shared with CHHA-Ed members at
the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital, 10230 — 111 Avenue, in the Small Cafeteria
starting at 6:00 p.m. Draws, door prizes and refreshments are provided by CHHA-Ed!
(Please notify the office before December 1* if you plan to attend.)

Note: A short general meeting at 5:30 p.m., prior to the potluck dinner, for those
interested in discussing and planninga a 2 @A S b A 3 koilbe heldaf Wesl A & S NE
Edmonton Mall in the new year.

We lookforward to seeing you all there.

Member Reminder

Have you renewed you membership?
9 Renewal notices for memberships due in November have been emailed
out.
9 Have you recently moved or changed your email address? Please let us
know!! Current addresses and email addresses are important in keeping
you up to date.

Volunteer Facebook-Expert Needed
Stil]l i nHelp is reedw trlakingh,CHHA-E d ' bodk.a
Contact the office if you know how to do this. We would love to get this off the ground!!!

Office will be Closed #
from December 21 to January 3" for the Christmas Season.

CHHA-Ed Newsletter is looking for your tidbits, pictures, articles and information of interest to
fellow members. Please forward a copy along with the source to chha-ed@shaw.ca.

***CHHA CEd hours: Monday & Wednesday 12:30 —5:00 P.M. and Thursday 9:00 A.M. —3:00P.M. ***
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